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THE DOCTRIN E 


of the Presbyterrians reduced 


I Praiſe, 


y Ecing the Doftcide of che Gof] p:1 cycth 
not ics Diiciples unto bare Cctalathd 
and meer knowled ze of the Hittory; buc 
alſo bindeck, thiem 1 ro: the) praftile, and 
ed:fication of their ucighbourszevery man will 
ſay,chac thenle thereof conkitieth principally 
in 3. things, which every Chciftian, bus more 
elpecially cach faictitul! Paitor oughc to pros 
oy (o tar tocth as Jyech:.ui him. © whereot the 
uit is, 
_ -. +1: Thecdiiverſidn ob a: dns the faich, 
F yl Ttieamendment. of. a bad Lining Chris 
Aang  »: 
3; Thecodſolacian obeke 6k, and others 
wiſe affligcd- 
licherwore che Dofkine of the Dreakipeeriat 
arty cannot ſerve toany of rhele 3, endg, nay 
7 iche diceft' + cantrary thorchnto , no Chris 


' 0g A A 


trout 


bis than. is:quits.diflerens 


ot perſuns, without the teaft'e 


a The Doflrineof the Preshyterjans 


from thx Doftiine ofthe no yNcriprure,which 
3s given by jinſpiration.of Ood , and #9 profitable - 
for d-QUrine, for reproofs for cordon; , for inflraftion 
inrighteouſneſſe. 8 Tim.3. 

The principall points & 'Doftrines of whom 
arc OR in thefe 5. Articles. 

. That God by an abſoly LF. ecree hath 

cleied and choſen 'olife '1 ety (f toal 


thcir faith or obcdience: and extladed the reſt 
of mankinde trom all ſaving grace, deſtined 
by the ſame decree unto eternall damnion, 
without any conftideration either of the incre- 
dulicy or impenirency. - - 
» 26 I hat Jeſus Chrilt dyed for no other than 
onely thu cle&z not having theleait intention 
of his own, or 'confmandment of his Father, 
two make a rOpitiation for the ſins. of the 
whole world. % 
3- Thac by ho fin of Adam his whole po- 
Recicy hath loſt their free-wHHl , 'being/ſubje R 
by an | inevietls neceflicy to do » or leave un* 
line that:which . every: man'aRetty:of omic- 
teth, be it good or evill, being therdiinto-/pre* 
deſtinared by the ererriall ont cficacious: 'de- 
woe of God. &:'3 (G yilks; 
4.) Thac God tor'draw! his cletoun of the 
Corrupt mally. 00 —_ a: bbinibem;by a 
_ +, power 


'- Franced Turk. Prafiiſe.. i 
er equall co thar-whercby he created che 


worlds and raicech up the dead. -So that the7 
'o whom hiegiveth his grace arc.not. able to. 
rejeſt it'3.-and that the reprobares, cannoc vb- 
tain it, a'though ic. be offered them in the 


preaching of the Goſpel. 


5. Ttrat they who have once received this | 
grace by faithican never fall cocally or tial: y, - 
- notwithſtanding the moiſt cnormous lins that . 


they camcommnit, | | 
Lerus now (ce whit profic ari cth from this 


uſerhere ib»ve propoſed... - 


Firttehen it he thac is of chat opiniun will, 
go about'tw:canvert an 1fadel, the. Infide! will, 


cell himzrhac he knoweth not how-t@luveynor, 
 yetbeleevecharGul tobe true and jylt, which 
enely for his own-pleaſure hath-deihned the 
greateltparct of mankinde towfever/aſtiog:! ror- 
ments,” without thetalt conſliderati.n of any: 
{in, or at leaſt onely for the fin, of 'one manz. 
who axeokcbfirndiig obtained pardon for 
himfelfi after he Had wilfully co:mmi:icd ir; 
 Thathercin he ſeethinor the leatttrackicicher 

obgootineſſe, oo wiſdom, or juſtice to ule them 
Go cruelly'thar aredeltituce of certain graces 

and begefits which chis God hath <never. wil- 
ted toHiavegiven them, and which theſe mi- 
no A 3 lcrabie 


Defrine,and how ic (erveth tothe 3 cnds and 
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4 The Dofivines*. he Predby'errans 
ſerable wretcthes could obtain no ather way, 


and t9 whom by an irrevocable decree he bath impo. 


fed a neceſſuty, a well of ſinning witbout b wing a.y 
priver t2 repe-/t, as of perifving eternally :which are 
the words of uneof the}: own Dofors. That 
ir cannor be that God which in his Word doth 
make hi:mielt the lover of: mankinde ,. who 
WO{ui that al! men ſhould beſaved, and that 


none ſhould periſh - who (weareth by biuelf 


that hc will wt ihe dearth of a finner, but that 
he repent and live, ſhovld keep them from re- 
penting, and being laved. 
Yea, hewi | the more abhor that Duftrine, 
when it periwadeth thar God uſeth double 
dealing, and hach a deuble will ; the one cx- 
terior, whereby he inviteth the finner nnco 
2.'2ce, making as though he were dchirous of 
his (alvarion'; the other inte: ior, and hiddeny 
which is alwayes accompliſhed, whereby he 
Jeadcth him by inevitable means as well into 
fin, as todamnation. 36-0 
The Jafity! will Cry to his eonvertory that 
Homer were ſooner ro be beleeved/ than; hes 
when he (aith; that he who fpeakceh-camurary 
to what he chinkerh ought -t6 be heltka#1av 
enemy-and ated aurhe gates of hel}: at 
in the judgement of theſe men , the maſt wic- 
ked hypocrite and'traytor in the world _- 
mu 


| 
4 


4 4d into Preiſe. : T-. 


moſt lively repreſenc the Image of that God 
which he ſpeaks of. 

Now it this new Evangeliſt do tell him,that 
the paſſages of Scripeure which ſay, thic God 
would have &W mento be ſaved , onghe tube 
underitood ondly of ſo:ne of every Nation and 
condition 3 The Infidel will reply , that then 
the Scripture ought wich much more reaton 
toſay, that Gud wou'd have all m:n to be 
damncd , becauſe that in every Nation and 
condition there are tar more of thelc han of 
th:m; and chatin all reaton the den:>minatton 
ſhould be taken from the greateit nu:nber. 

Bat then. this Catechilt will bring another 
. diſtintion,and ſay ,how that God ind-ed wil- 
leth the converſion and. ſa'vation of al: men; 
yet onely fo. as he approveth of hole things 
inthemſelyes,and not that he giveth all meg 
the means neceſſary to obtain them. Our Ca» 


techumeniſt will bc the more aſtonied,and des» '!; 


mand of him further, how it is poſkble that 


God by. an abſolute and irrevocable decree |} 


ſhould bayy ordained that thoſe things which 


henaturally deteſtcth and hatcth,ſhuuld cone | 


topaſſe; and yer char rhoſe ti-ings » hich he {3} 
loveth and liketh, ſhould not. And if ic were } 


Et, 
"17 


% K 
| 2; 
: 


poſſible, his Catheciſt will make him turn M- 
nicbee,'and thinkthat this evill beginning, or 


A 4 evil! j f 


| 


| 
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6 The Dofrine of the Predbyteriang 
evill God that is the author of all evill, hath 


continued warre with that God who loveth 
righteouin'fle, and haterh wickednefle; and 
{ that an honeſt man ſhould have juſt reaſonto 
| be angry with him that did Interpret his 
words inthat manner,that the Catheciſt doth 
thole of huly Scriprure, whereby ic tolloweth 
that God is the author of all wickedneſic that 
hath ben, is, or ſhall be in the wo: 1d. 

But chen again the other will reply, that he 
contoundeth the tin with the a&; and that 
God cauſeth the ſecond , but nor the firſt. 
Whereas the other perceiving the myitery,wil 
againtell him, that the greateſt Doors have 
wricten that Gud hath predeſtinated men as 
wel ro the means, as to the end: and that the 
 a&isnor the cauſe of damnation, in that it is 
 ehe at but onely in thar it is the fin : and that 

the miſerable men which are under the decree 

'of reprobation, are no more able to abſtain 

from fin, than to ſhun their damnation. 

The Catechamenitt will further adde, that 

if the Gofpel' according to this Do&rine be 

vn hag unto the molt, nut toany other end 
t onely for their greater damnation, that * 

$ bhcwill nolonger hearken to it: ſeeing it is 

|  mott kely that he iv of the greateſt number, 

and no of the ſmall ; rhat he ry * 

al. 
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 veduced into Prafiife. 7 


hath read in ſome Authors, that God direfts | 
his Word to them , that thereby he mighr #} 
make them more deaf ; and iheweth them the 
light of the Goſpel to blinde their eyes; and 
that” therefore they who never heard the 
Word, are lefle miſerable, or ſhall fare beter 
then they who could not therefore 'beleeve; 
becauſe God would not give them grace ſuf- 
ficient to þeleeve. | - 
Finally, our Catechumeniſt will tell him,. 
that-if the decree of God beſo, as the Cate- 
chit propoſ@h, it muſt needs follow , that 
they both labour in-vain, ſeeing that every 
wan before he is come into the world is al» 
ready inrolled in one of the two Regiſters, e 
ther life or death ; and that it is no more pol 
lible vo be blotted out of the one or the other, 
than it is for God todeny himſelf. J 
The Cartechilt then fearing that this Proſe» 
1 lyte willfall from him, doth cell him further, 
that it is not for us to ſearch intotheſe ſecrets, | 
that there is no vifible mark whereby to di(- 
cern the ele from the reprobate; and that 
the ele& themſelves know not the election be- 
fore their calling, which is deferred ſome- 
times unto the lait houre of their lives, that 
every man ought to be ready to anſwet .and 
obey God when he calleth. That there are 


none j 
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8 The DaTrireo' the Prechyterians 
| none but profane and reprobates who (ay, 
that men Jabvur in vain, ſeeing: that they 
| whomGod hatch led to ſalvation are likes 
{ wile cie&'d t0:4ith and good works, 

But cheie things will the more provoke our 
Catechuineniit, for he will: ſay, or ac leatt 
think, that ic is no maicer tobe ableto diitin= 
gu'ſh in partict ar the eleR& from the repro» 
baces;and chat it ſifficeth ro know in geneca!l 
that every one 18neceſlarily. cither of theonc, 
or viher Ard feting thainu man is ableto io 
anyt hine before his vocation and con-eriion 
which may avail nim, that rherefure we 
ſhould deter all things tl] then; and ſeeing 
that ourſavin» vocation worketh with ituch a 
force that ic is. impoſſible to diſobey, ic would 
beextreame to''y tohaiten- the execution of 
Gods will by humane indultry and ſtudy; yca 
and thatiour prayers toa were ikewiſe hereto 
vain,in as much as we caniive make any thing 
plealing to God wichout faith, which is never 
tobe had befare our calling. That the queiti- 
pn isnot of the qualiry of him who ſo(peak- 
eth,vhether he be profane, or no; but of the 
quality of. the doArine . which nec: f{arily 
wakes hirn tobe ſo. "OE 

Let us 'now fee whether this doArcine have 
more power over a debauched Chriitian to 
bring 


reduced into Prafiife. 


bring him to repentance and amendment of 
lifeTo him. che: fore he will ſhew thefilthines 
of his 1inthe ſcandal! to his neighbour ,, the 
ingratitude to his Creator and Redeemerghe 
menaces of the.Law , and the vengeance of 
God prepared for al! Impenitents,&c. Where» 
upon this man having more knowledgeof the 
do&rine of the Presbyterians, than a gavud 
'  conicience will ſend his cenſurer to the ma- 
xi nes and principles of them; and will much 
n.uſc how the other ſhould be ignorant that 
every thing which is done by men on earth, 
be it good or bad cometh not to paſſe þnt b 

the efficacious decree or ordinance of God, 
whodoth all in all- That the hctlt cauſe doth 
in iuch manner move and direttall theſecond 


cauſes (among which is the will of man)thax.. 


they cannot otherwiſe ſtir,than as they are 
kirred. That he is very Corrie that he is gi- 
ven to ſuch and ſuch a vice ; but his comfore 
is, that he knows that'Ged would have. ic ſo 
dy his ſecret will, that God hath predeftina* 
ted hina hereunto, having.as much willed and 
procured the treaſon of Ju4s,as the ſalvation 
of St. Pax. That he hath no power to retain 
grace, when-he that gave it will take jt away; 
that the Spiric bloweth where ic hilkerh, in- 
ſpirecth whom it will > wich-dcaweth. when ix 


I 


pleaſetn _ "ol 


x0 The Dofrine of the PresEyrerians 


pleaſeth, and when it pleaſech: returneth 
again. Andit it return with intention of hig 
amendinent, ic ſhall be as impoſſible fer him 
to withitand or elſe delay, as ic is now to 
work'or haſten it. Thavit is not for him to 
elcribe the time and houre of: his conver- 
1ong wherein a wick-d man doth-no more 
than doth a dead man In his reſarce&ion. 
Tha: God is able to quicken himz/and endue 
him with his Spirit, though he were already 
dead toure dajes, and ſiinking in the grave 
as Lazer :yea if that perhaps ſhall not be 
untill the laſt houre of the day, yer God gi- 
veth not the grace to cry, Abba, Father. That 
he ſo abhorreth the Do&rine of 'thoſe who 
are fiyled* Independents, that he dareth not uſe 
4the leaſt endeavour todo well, for fear of ob- 
(curing that grace which worketh irrefitta+ 
bly, and ateributing any thing to'the will of 
_ tf 370755707 Te | 
Yet he remenibers that he had ſomerimes 
motions proceeding doubtleffe from the 
irit'of God ;” which hath giveri' him the 
ruth, faich that can never fail ; and-thar for 
the ptelenc ke is like unto the treeviw Winter, 
which ſeem deadthough they arc alive, bein 
| ofthenumberofthe eleft. And his fin it it 
| howenormous ſo ever wo.keth” toperher ro 
OO METE FrY his 
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his (alvation, yea- and that he hath already 
obtained pardon for it. That his Cenfurer 
cannot deny ir, ſeeing that he exhorgeth him 
co repentance, which is nothing worth with« 
out taith ; no more than faith it it belceve noe 
the remiſſion of all fins both done, and to be 
done, although he were of the number of the 
reprobates :a thing which he will not affirm 
for fear of being ſo held indeed. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding his Cenfurer could gain nothing by 
it, hot his exhortation and threatnings 
could not any way alter the decree of heaven, 
buc onely moleſt him with the tormencs of 
hell, and'ro tic up a worme in -his:conſcience 
to gnaw him to no purpoſe. .If-hereupon the 
| Cenſurer proceed and tell himthat although 
the Spiric alone doth immediately produce 
repentance in the heart of a finner , yer not- 
wichitanding that exhortations and threat- 
nings are the means and: inftraments which 
ic uſeth in the work. The other will demand 
further of kim the explication of his: 'faying 
therein, obſerving a manifeſt contradifion, 


ately attributed tothe holy Ghoſtz andon the 
other hide, theſe Scriptures and threatnings 
are held .as; means, and- infiruments: of. this |' 
"work. iT he operation being not there in ' 
late 


in that onthe one fide repentance is. immedi» | i! 


12 The Dore of the Prevbyterians 


diate where the means areuſed.-Thatifth. f 
means of exhortation beneceſlarie, or at lealt 
it it be ardinatky required in this. operation, 
how can it be chat they who rejef&tir, and re- 
fiſt the Inftrument, do. not likewiſe ( nay can» 
not) refiſt the principall cauſe which is the 
holy Ghoſt? Hethac-will nocſuffer the raſor 
the neceſſary inſtrument of his cure, doth not 
he chereinalſ(o reje& the Chiru:'gion? 
The Cenſurer will ſay, chat the ele& reje& 
neither the one nor the other. The holy Gait 
. piercing the eare to make it hear,and openin 
the heartto make it receive thuſe admoniy- 
ons which-are altogether vain and unprotua- 
ble,vacill the: holy Ghoſt doth fo work with 
; them. Thereupon the! other will make him 
- co confclle, that the Word preached for the 
moſtpart is deſtitute of that operation of the 
- Holy: Ghott, as ic appeareth by the miſprizion 
chat-vhe moſt part make of it, which cannor 
: be when the efficacy of the Spiric doth accom- 
| mw Tr: followeth then, that 'the whiole 
init:ery is but a fancy or dance;no more co- 
operating to mans convei lions that the clay 
which our Saviour applyed to the:eyes of the 
: blindedid unto his bght ; or the ſole voice 
- calling upon L :z:r»5 made him ro riſe: our of 
 Kthegrave. Hewill alſo demand of bimy why 
is 


reduced into Praf;ſe, 13 
it is (ſeeing Nature doth wenbing in vain) If 
that the Author of Nature and of Grace did | if 
apo the Miniſtefy of theWerd ; and why *'Þt 
thoſe things which the Cenfures artributech - 
onely to the Spirit are'yet nutwithitandin 

in the Scriptures attributed to'the' Word | 
preached? And how it is, that-thereby we *' 
are ſaid to be begotten, renewed; nour'flicd, 
edified, parified, kc. Whereas the new Do- | 
arine of the Pre-byterians leaveth it in no other * 
furRion than ro ſerve as an objeR, and repre» + 
ſent that withoutgwhich the Spirit hatb al» | 
ready wrought wihingas well inthe wilgas | |; 
underſtanding, without any co-operation'of { Ny 

! 


the Word, not onely unprofitab'e without the | 
Spirit, but aliodafigerous, and aggravating ! iu 
the damnation of ith'contemness, although |: 
it were impcffible' ro receive” and'cheriſh it, | |}* 
even ap it is impoſſible for them to adde the | !j# 
efficacy of the Spiric which is nor +in- theic |; 
power. | ALLE > Tots { ; % 
There now remains' no other inftance for 
our Ceniurer, than to exhort ''this- profane | 
(cflow'rb pray unto Gcd, that he would be { |; 
Pleaſed to giverbeprace to leave his lewyd- | jo 
neffe, prowifing that if he pray as he oughe to | "Fi 
d6, he fÞall be ieardy and receive what he de» [* 


'2 
| b; 
" I. #- ' 
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But herea his profane man,being well 
infuſed inthe DoBrine of the Pawrions 


| willdemandofhim, Gan rgrrt: 


.as we oughce todoif God race be- 
f z and that alſoſs y,that it 
ſhould bei for 4 - 96 to pray. And 


therefore that he failecth Corto do, the 
_Cenſurer muſt; needs ſay, that God will be 
no more invoked on by 6b than he hach gl- 
.ven him grace. —_— to doit. Andthac it is 
noleſle cafieto ive chat God (eng no | 
. this Correftor to him with an intention to 
Sag. his Miniſtery , when he finde 
? inthe do&rine of the ſpeaker, 
than ann davent me dren mow be 
'the pillow: a to lu 

-him afleep in his fecuriry.; elſe. the haltar of 
ſpain wherewith he may hang himſelf as 


.» iBut:aboye a this Profaner will finde yet 
one more fingular help to the flattering of, his 
ficſh, by the Anſwerwhich- che Presbyrerians 
do uſually make unto tholewho azk in what 
;caſe David would have been had. op wed i in 
| - his adultery : Whercumto 'they (ay at it 
- Was impoſlible for David to.bavedyed befoce 
-Herepentads b becauſeth uſe thy alrere this he was to 
ot a ſon from cllias was 9 


veduced into Prafliſe, "5 
Bat hefeuntoour Profaner will reply, that 
the impollibilicy of dyjng before repentance, 
according to the Doftrine of the Presbyteri- 
ans, is founded upon the 'generall piptiic 
madeto alltheele&; and not' upon ny I% 
ticular promiſe to David couching the Moi 3 
whon: God had ſent intothe world by other 
means, had he foreſeen the impenitcucy of 
Did, as he foreſaw his tepentance.- _.. 
That, if the Presbygerians be not d eceived, 
he is as ſure not to dyewlrhout repeptarce.as 
7as David-Sg that according ro that doarine, 
the true means to avoid death, is to comnyir, 
and eyer continue 1K ſome,mortall lin. Ic 'be= 
ing impoſſible for him to be killed in adulte- 
ry,or periſh in any ocherfin, betare having 
ficit made his, reconciliation with God ; who 
b not angry for ever,(tofpeak in the language 
of the Presbyterians ) but'onely with the re- 
Na. 
See then the” invention, of. immorta'itie 
found ont to ſatisfie the Parace:ſiarns, and-{uch 
ike fools, who ſearch to? this remedie againſt 
death in dangerous and naturall cauſes. Our 
Prezbyterians ſheweth an, Antidote.in a, aor- 
all cauſe of ſo facile and agreeable execution 
O the facile andicors,that the Poets Ambr:ſia, 
nd {ed;*; charms are tabulvus untoir, 
| B | Now 


— cw 


14 The Doeflrine of the Prebyterians 


- Buthereapoa this profane man,being well 
InliruRed inthe DoRQrine of the Prevbyterian, 
will demand of him, how ictis p_ topray 
as we oughe to do if God giveth not grace be- 
z and that alſo ſe cffeQtually, thar ir 
hould be 3 ripe oh for him not to pray. And 
therefore ſeeing that he faileth (o to do, the 
| Cenſurer mult needs ſay, that God will be 
no more invoked on by him than he hath gi- 
yen him grace. whereby co doit. And thact it is 
noleſle eafieto perceive that God (ent not 
this CorreQor to him with an intention to 
better him by his Miniſtery , when he finde 
mc inthe dodtrine of the ſpeaker, 
than amendment in the hearer; to whom he 
bringeth either the pillow of Epicxrac to lull 
him afleep in his ſecurity; elſe the haltar of 
deſpair, wherewith he may hang himſelf as 


fore- 


, 'But aboveall, this Profaner will finde yet 
one more fingular help to the flattering of his 
ficſh, by the Anſwer which che Presbyterians 
,do uſually make unto thole who ask in what 
.Ccale David would have been had he ages in 
his adult:ry : Whereunto they ſay, that ic 
- was impoſlible for David to have dyed before 
he repented; becauſe that afrer chis he was to 
get a ſon from whom the Mcflus was va 
(een 3 
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Bat hereuntoour Profaner will reply, that 
the impoſſibilicy of dying before repentance, 
according to the Doftrine of the Presbyreri- 
ans, is founded upon the generall pronii:e 
madeto allthecle&; and not upon any par- 
ticular promiſe to David couching the Mefitas, 
whon, or had ſent into the world by other 
means, had he foreſeen the impenitcncy of 
Dtid, as he toreſaw his tepentance.. 

That, if the Presbycerians be not deceived, 
he is as ſure not todye without repentarce.as 
was David-S9 that according to that dodtine, 
the true means to avoid death, is to commir, 
and ever continue in {ome mortal] lin. 'It bc 
ing impofible for him to be killed in adulte- 
ry,or periſh in any otherfin, betore having 
firit made his reconciliation with God ; who 
b not angry for ever (ta fpeak in the language 
of the Presbyteriaus ) but onely with the re- 
__—= 6 
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ound ont to fatisfie the Parace:ſians, and fuch 
like fools, who ſearch to? this remedie apait 
death in dangerous and naturall cauſes. Our 
Freebyterians ſheweth an Antidote in a mor= 
all cauſe of ſo facile and agreeable «xecution 
Othe facile andicors,that the Pocts A mbr-ſta, 
nd HHed.*; charms alc tabuluus UL It, 
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Now then our Correftor will either deſi 
his enterprile in reforming this mans dehgji 
nefle, or elſe forſake his own principles, ax 
corre his DoQtrine. 
Bur perhaps he will acquit himſelf far by 
ter, in undergoing the office of a Comfort 
to one that is afflifted, than he did of playin 
the Convertor of the Infidel, or the corref 
ot the profane Chriſtian. | 
The ground of all comfort and conſolat 
on to cach_ aMlited foul hath been eye 
thought and found in the death. and paſſic 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; where 
by having ſarloney the juitice of God his F 
ther, he obtained reconciliation for all ma 
kinde, afually applyable to all thoſe , whi 
acknowledging the infiniteneſle of the bene 
. dothereupon embrace the author of it with 
true and lively faich. Neither ean our Co} 
forter finde any Other foundation whereby! 
conſolate and affure his Paticnt againſt t| 
terrours of Gods juſtice, the condemnation( 
the Law, and accuſation of his own conſc 
| ence. But the hick, otherwiſe afflied , cans 
ver make the truc foundation of Gods We 
agree with the falſe foundation of the Pre 
byterians, viz. That Chrilt dyed not but f 
a very {mall number of perſon already elect 
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ed unto ſalvation by his heavenly grace; who 
in his decree did no more conlider the death 
of his Song than the faith of che ele&. 

How all I craly know, will the Patient 
then ſay, thac I am rather of the ſmall num- 
ber than of the me ſeceing that you my 
Pattorand Comforter, will not that the pro- 


miſes of ſalvation are made univerſally to all; 
and thoſe places of Scripture which ſcem ge- 
nerall according to your opinion,are co be re- 
frained onely tothe univeria:ity of the ele; 
and that in all the reſt of the holy Scripture 
thereis no more ſpeciall promite, nor men- 
tion of my ſelf than of any other, and who 


b-11des the holy Scriptute hate no revelati.n 
whether of Angcl or Propkhe co aflure me 
thereof. 

When our Saviour ſaid to is Apoſtles, 0 e 
of you ſpall ' etray me, althoughthis concerned 
but one of them, yet were theyall exceceding- 
ly troubled therewith. So che! were there buc 
a very ſmall number of reprokes tor whom, 

$ you fay, Chriti dyed not , ye ſhould Thave 
20 juſt reaſon but to fear, al think that [ 
were one of them much rathe, fecing cheic 
number is {o great. 
| 'Whereupon our Conſolate will alledge 


into hin che Judgement of carky , which 
B 2- preſu-* 
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preſumeth well of eyery one, ſeeing that God 
doth as little reveal the decree of reprobation, 
as that of ele@ion. But his Patient will n& 
there tinde the leaſt aflurance ; and that for 
many Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe this Judgement of charity, if z 
man apply it generally toall, will neceſſarily 
prove falſe. The Comforter not daring to 
maintain theſe Propoſitions together, thay 
Chriit dycd for all men, and that he dyed but 
for a very ſmallnumber. 

2. The judgement of charity hath never 
any place, when he muſt have the certitudt 
of faith to belceve, or do any thing with 1 
good conlcience. 

3. The judgement of charity extends it 
ſelf no fartherthen to the ſuppreſſing of fini- 
ſter opinions, and ſuſpicions lightly concei> 
ved againſt ov neighbours,whoſe infirmiriet 
it commanden us toconceal, without prex 
ching any faltood to him. 

When Iſeany one preſent himſelf at the 
T-ble of our brd, in the judgement of chart 
tic Ithink kir to be prepared as he onght, 
ſecing nothin ro the contrary- But that they 
whoarethusell prepared, dothere partici 
pate to theirouls health, this they beleere 
with the jud:ment of faith, which medleth 


with 
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with nothing that is or may befalſe. So like- 
E.giſc when Ifcea fick-man as he is giving up 

the ghoft, cal'ing upon Jeſus Chriſt, I b:leeve 

in charitie that hedyeth like a Chriftian; But 
that God maketh them happy who depart in 

the true faith of our Lord and Saviour, this I 

beleeve with the certitude of faith, and in 

ſach a manner as it is impoſlible to be decei- 
vcd. Which yer notwithitandiang both may, 
and alſo doth happen in the Judgement of 
charity. 

In a word, the judgement of charity hath 
no place but in thoſe things onely which arc 
between man and man. But when there is 

veſtion of the divine promiſe that hath 
Eta: in divine truth, there is then re- 
quired a certicude of taith, wherein there is 
nothing to be found thar is either falſe or 
doubtfull. 

It any manſ:y, that we ſhould. preſume 
every one to beof the number the ele&, un- 
till he appear robe the contrary, The Patient 
will anſwer, that by outward ppearance we 
can know nothing either of eletion or repro- 
bation. And that therefore it & not ſufficient 
to preſume, but that allo we nuſt have a full 
andperfe@ aſſurance that Chritdied for hjm 
whom we go about to a + which. a(ſu- 
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rance is not tobefound in the Presbyterizn 
doct ine, ſeeing ic denyerh that Chrilt dyed: 
for a'l men. 

the Miniſter or Comforter will then ask 
the Patient, if he never felt the witneflle of his 
adopiion which the Spicit of God beareth to 
th: ipirit of the ele; and if ie be afſ;red that 
ic had faith once, he may be certain that he 
h «th ic 14l!, norwithitanding the ſmall fruir 
enat It prod:ceth. | 

Woerewuothe Patient will well reply,that 
Caiiviy hiafelt doth much tronbie an4 ob- 
ſcuce this certitude in his Imith: (:vions: /. 3. c 2. 
f- 10. The hea:t ot man(laith he )hath i 
many ſecret corners of yanicy,is full of io ma- 
ny hiding holes of lying, is covered with fo 
guilfull hypocrihe, that it oft deceiveth hims | 
ſeit, perſwadeth him thac he hath crne faith, | 
when he hath not. | 

It che Patiert acknowledge that he never 
feir this teltimany in his heart, his Comforter | 
will anſwer hin in the ſame manner as he | 
formecly did tte Profane, when he took upon | 
him the office of a Cenfurer and Correor,: | 
viz. how that all are not called the ſame 
houre. 

Bur if the Fatient do then ask him ſome 


aflucance that he ſhall be thus ecfficaciouſly 
He 
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called before his death ; the Comforter Nil 
- finde none for him. Onely he will tel] him, 
that aſſuredly Chriſt dyed for him if (© he De- 
leeve in him. Wherein he will ſhew himfelt ei- 
ther a prevaricator of his own fide, and ain 
overthrower of the Presbyterian DoGtrine , or 
elſe that heis deprive of common tenſe. 
For it he oth the (elt lame conivlation to 
+ all that are lick, to all that are aftited , yea 
even tOthoſe who for the grearelt offences are 
led to execution; and if this conſolativn be 
founded on the truth,doth ic not then tollow, 
that in truth Chriſt dyed for all, and everic 
one? | 
 Andif heſounderſtandeth it, that this be- 
cometh true by the faich, which the Parieur 
addeth to the diſcourſe of the Minilter, he 
hath loſt his ſente in aft ming, That the ob-. 
jelt of faithor thing pi opoled to be beleeved, 
receiveth it's truth, and dependeth on the 
conſent and be ict of man;who by this apprv- 
bation and faith hath no more power to 
makethat true which is falſe in is i«if ; than 
to makethart falſe by his incredulity whichin 
ic ſelf is true. The incredulijiie of man may de- 
prive him of the benefit of this death; yet can- 
not it make that Chriit ſuffered not this 
death, to teftihe his love unto all mankinde. 


B 4 univer- 
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univertally, even of 'all that are bound to be- 
lecveinthim;and yet nu man bound to be- 
Ieevechat which is falſe. 

- Fhe Apottle ſaith, that God will ſend the 
{14 ic of errour upon them that have not re- 
ceived the love of therruth. And yet accord- 
Ing to the Presbyterian DoC: ine, he would 
havea man firlt beleeve that which is falle, 
and ihe afterwards for having beleeved this . 
f aithood, he ſhall be puniſted with-the {pic 
ot errour for belecying, of alye. 

See then it this be not a labyrinth of pro- 
digious D.vinitic , which turneth obedience 
into punithment. For it thete men ſpeak true, 
and thar Chriſt not dead tor thole that bc- 
leeve not on him; how can they deſerve to be 
puniſhed tor not having beleeved that which 
1s talie? 2nd thgy that have obeyed his Com- 
mandment in beleeving of his death, how 
ſh »11d rhey ſuffer the puniſhment due unto 
duobedient and incredulous, which is to be- 
leevelying k | | 

In a word, to deny the univerſalitie of the 
"merir of Chriits dearh, is outragioufly to dit- 
hononr God ; as though the author of truth 
co-r:manded all men to beleeve a falfhuod. 

And the berter ro diſcern the giddinefle of 
this {pirit,it 1s to be noted, how that as on the 

"= one 
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one fide this doArine doth forbid to beleeve 
thac which the Scripture doth affirm as moſt 


8 ecue: ſoon che other fide doth it command 


eve:y one to beleeve that he is ele&ed unco 
life, alchough he be a reprobate in «tfe& ; and 
that he cannot looſe his taich,being once had, 
for any fin whatſoever he doth commir;z 
which the Scripture doth deny as a thing moſt 
falſe inlike termes. 

If then that this DoGrine which denyeth 
that Chritt dyed for all, bereaveth the affii&- 
ed of all conſolation ; the other point which 
denyeth that a man may fal away from grace 
and faiih,,doth clean overthrow the Miniſte- 
ry of preaching, which contitterh in exhorta« 
tions by promiſes and threatnings ; which 
can no longer be a means to do any good 
work, onely by the immediate operation of 
the holy Ghoſt, as it hath been above ſaid, 

So neither is there to be foundin all che 
Scripture any one promile of ſuch perleve- 


rance in faith as theſe men intimate © Seging 


that all exhortzrions,whereof the Scripturey 
are full, dodire&ly oppugne this pretended 


promiſe. They admonilh the faichfall that 


they take heed they do not fall, of hardning 
their hearts, of receiving the grace of God m 
vain, of falling from their ſtedfatineſle. And 
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yet the imayinary promiſe of the Presbyteri- 
ans doth declare, that they cannotfall, that 
they cannui harden their hearts , that -they 
c-nn01 havereccived the grace in vain, and 
tac they C107 tall trom their ſtedfalineſſe, 
By which -neans che admonitions that de- 
r- 1:uCc ihe danger, and beet fear, do ovyer- 
throw the promiſe which ſaith, there is no 
fear of danyer, nos cauſe of fear. It it be not, 
t&. - Presbyterians wil make us beleeve, that 
che faicthtull who tear a danger that can no 
more happen,than thor God ſhould lye, are 
m-.e tuoliſh chan certain mclanchaly perſons 
who fear th.t the Feavec:is would fall, which 
nctwithftandin; [}.ai- une day paſle away. 

Fr ;mme ot ajl, it will come unto that 
patic, co ociecve that it were better io addrefſſe 
our ad-r.onitions unto God ; for him to finiſh 
his will in men, to convert, corre&, and com- 
fort them by his omnipotency, which no per- 
fon is able to refiit, And then it is his fault ſo 
many men continue faithlefle, profane, and 
deſperate;becaule it is he that refuſeth to give 
or taketh' away the grace neceſſary as wellro 
their convertion, as totheir repentance, and 
perſeverance in the faith. 

It any of theſe Presbyterians were fick of 
the Palſy, and preſented himſelf to ſome 

; . Phylician, 
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Phyficianz who by the means of an exquiſite | 
jon prowiſecth him to leave his bed -ere | 
ong, and yo whither he pleaſeth. The other 
h- ving recovercd his health, and the uſe of 
hisarms and legs, would he further binde | 
th - Phyſician to carry him upon his ſhoulders 
from place to place, for the ſparing of his 
legs, and the nou. ifhing of his ſloth ? while in 
the mean time he lyes lazy in his bed, and 
continueth the excefſe which brought him to. 
his tickneſfſe. And yet notwichſtanding theſe : 
m-2: are not content, that God ſhould furniſh 
then with necefſary and ſufficient grace, to | 
preſerve and keep them from all temptations |! 
of . he world, and the ficſh, and to continue in} 
thar faith, and thereby toconſerve this grace 'ij 
in watching and praying ; but they will alſo 5 
have God immediately , and irreſiſtably to 
produce all theſe things in them. 3 
What remains then but to ſay , that God | 
himſelf doth beleeve, doth repent, and perſes # 
vere in well-doing in man. Even as Servetws || 
ſaid, thgt the fire doth not burn, that the Sun} 
ſhineth not, bread nouriſheth not, bur onely |\ 
that God doth all theſe things immediately 
in his creatures, having giyen them theſe pro»/i} 
perties. 4 
The preaching of the Word being thas| # 
made. 
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made of none effet by the Presbyterian do. 
Arine, yhere will remainno lefle uſe and profic 
Inthe Sacrament of Baptiſme, and the Lordg 
Supper, unlefle it be that the Miniſters them- 
(elves in admaniſtring thereof do deſtroy this 
uninappie doftrine: tor to every perſon to 
whom they baprize, they apply the promiſes 
ot the Covenant ut grace, that they nothing 
belong unto the reprobates of the world. The 
Eucharik is given to alt, with affurance that 
Chriſt dyed tor all thoſe who do reccive it; 
although their dotrine afticm, thac he dyed 
not for thoſe who receive hin unworthily 
unto their own condemnation, the number of 
#hom is yery great inthe reformed Church: 
What then remains? Even their prayers 
hemſelves, the exercile whereof is common 
both to Paſtor and the flock; cannot be of any 
profit either tothe one, or to the other, ſeeing 
at all are either eleC&or reprovate. They for 
heir part obtain nothing for the means, if 
that God have wriceen their names in the 
book of life from all eternity, without having 
any more regard totheir prayers, than unto 
their faith, and that it is impofiible for them 
to be razed out. And as for thee, they are no 
more able to get themſelves regiltred in by 
| | their 
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their prayers, than to undo the immutable 
and unchangeable decree of God. | 
So that by this triall of the praftiſe, each' | 
one may ſee what cſteeme we ought to have. 
of that opinion, which refiſteth the convers 
fion of Infidels, the amendment of the ſcan» } 
dalous,and conſolation of the afflited. Which þ 
makes the preaching of the Word to be of þ 
none effe&, and quite ovefthroweth the uſe | 
of the Sacraments, and exerciſe of prayers. , | 
Andin a word, over-turneth the foun® * 
dation of the Miniſtery, that con= 
fiſterh in ſound Do&rine,and 
good Diſcipline. 


